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ABOUT  ESTOY  AQUI/I  AM  HERE  

Sponsored in part  by the Lehigh Valley Engaged Humanities Consortium, with generous support
provided by a grant given to Lafayette College from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Last spring, Dr. LuAnn Fletcher, Professor of English, and Elizabeth
Ortiz, Assistant Professor of Communication, were awarded a Mellon
grant from the Lehigh Valley Engaged Humanities Consortium to
support course development of two courses in digital storytelling: an
English course featuring audio production of oral narratives and a
Communication course featuring documentary video production. The
goal of the project was to build visible connections between Cedar
Crest and the community: students and members of the community
would learn to tell their stories to one another and to listen to and learn
from one another. 
 
We have chosen to begin this program by capturing the stories of
Latina women  in the Valley.  While Latinas have always been at the
center of their homes and communities, the public representations
often tell just a narrow story of the Latina experience.  We believe that
encouraging Latina women to tell their stories will simultaneously bring
visibility and a voice to a significant component of our rich and diverse
local community while providing our own students with models of
experience to inspire their own growth.
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THE  STUDENTS  & FACULTY

We are so grateful  that you could join us as we share the
stories of these inspir ing Latinas from our community.   Please
be sure to sign in before you leave if  you would l ike updates

about the project.   Thank you to the community for
welcoming us -  it  was an honor to hear and share your stories.



Miranda Natalia Alvarez, produced by Venus Cabrera
Miranda Natalia Alvarez is a senior English and media studies major at Cedar
Crest College. She reflects on her identity as a Dominican woman and her
struggle to trust in her intellectual ability when others expressed doubt about
whether her achievements were truly earned. Miranda shares details about her
senior project as a communication major: to tell the stories of Latinas in higher
education, to give a space to women like her who have found it difficult to
pursue education, as well as to give voice to their success and resilience.
 
Tatiana Diaz, produced by Leannie Jusino 
Tatiana Diaz is Director of Diversity and Inclusion at Cedar Crest College. She
focuses on her close relationships with the women in her family, her questions
as a young person about women’s roles and their limitations in Columbian
culture, her discovery of women’s studies class as Penn State University and
the term “patriarchy,” and her desire to balance her awareness of negative
gender roles in her culture with her pleasure in the value of her culture.
 
Sandra Figueroa, produced by Venus Cabrera and Hannah Stott
Sandra Figueroa is a community relations and health promotion specialist. She
speaks about her fond memories of her childhood in Puerto Rico and pays
tribute to her grandparents for inspiring her to read books and to put her
challenges into perspective. Sandra talks about her choice to go back to
school and to become an educator for her community.
 
Ramona Flores, produced by Haley Smith 
Ramona Flores is a proud wife, mother and grandmother.  She reflects on how
her humble upbringing in the Dominican Republic shaped her values and
joyfulness.  Ramona thanks the simplicity of her childhood for an overall sense
of contentedness and a positive approach to life today despite her hardships.
 
 

LAS HISTORIAS / THE STORIES



Cassidy Garcia, produced by Alayna Biltcliff and Leannie Jusino 
Cassidy Garcia is a senior English major at Cedar Crest College. Cassidy talks
about her Puerto Rican culture and her parents’ desire to bring her up as an
American, and she reflects on the challenge for many Latinx individuals to
navigate their Latin and American identities. Cassidy loves her Latin identity, but
she wants to be recognized as more; that desire has propelled her to pursue a
master’s degree in higher education to be able to create an academic
environment that can embrace all individuals and respond to diverse learning
challenges. 
 
Rubi Garcia, produced by Hannah Stott 
Rubi Garcia is a senior global studies and political science major at Cedar Crest
College. She tells the story of her parents’ journey from Mexico to the U.S. and
her realization of what her life in this country has made possible for her. Proud of
her language and culture, Rubi is grateful to her parents and to Cedar Crest for
supporting her quest for an education, and she dreams of becoming a diplomat
one day to represent the country that has given her family and others so many
opportunities. 
 
Guadalupe Guzman, produced by Rachel Wielgopolski
Guadalupe (“G”) Guzman is a public health major with Spanish and
communication minors and an undergraduate leadership certificate. In her story,
she reminisces about her visits to her family living in Honduras, her experience
of culture shock, and her awareness of cultural differences and the different
possibilities available to her as a woman in the U.S.. She is proud to be the first in
her family to go to college and to have the support of her family as she seeks to
better herself.
 
Anna Kristie Morffi Marks, produced by Alayna Biltcliff and Leannie Jusino
Anna Kristie Morffi Marks is Senior Deputy District Attorney in Lehigh County’s
special victims unit. Anna Kristie talks about how her role as the debater in her
family led her to argue for representation for Hispanic women’s voices when she
was in college and, later, to go to law school in order to advocate for her local
community. She says that her love of children informs her current work to make
the courtroom a comfortable space for children to tell their difficult stories and
feel supported.
 
 



Marinella Omana, produced by Haley Smith
Marianella Omana is an attorney in Allentown and an instructor of Spanish at
Cedar Crest College. She reflects on her background as a Venezuelan and the
value her culture places on pursuing education as a professional. Marianella
talks about challenging herself to complete an advanced degree in this
country and becoming a resource to the Lehigh Valley community to help
others with their needs. She encourages all Latinas to be proud of their
achievements, no matter how small, because all contributions have value.
 
Marianella Omana, produced by Venus Cabrera
Marianella Omana is an attorney in Allentown and an instructor of Spanish at
Cedar Crest College. In this story, we hear about Marianella’s description of
her opposition to the government in Venezuela and her need to flee to
country to escape threats to her life. She reflects on the opportunities
available to her in the U.S. and shares her hope that citizens in this country will
be grateful for these opportunities.
 
Arlene Opio, produced by Sierra Lockhart and Hannah Stott
Arlene Opio is an English and writing major with a communications minor at
Cedar Crest College. In her story, she talks about her inability to speak Spanish
and how that impacted her sense of her identity as a Puerto Rican woman and
her ability to participate in the surrounding communities while in high school.
Saying that she will teach herself and her children to speak Spanish, Arlene
highlights the value of cultural diversity and representation, a value she
intends to include in her own stories and screenplays, even as she also
represents the “community within the community”: the Latinx members who,
like her, do not speak Spanish.
 
Jessica Lee Ortiz, produced by Jamie Kahn
Jessica Lee Ortiz is a Lehigh Valley realtor proud of her Puerto Rican heritage.
Jessica’s story focuses on how her experiences of molestation, rape,
kidnapping, and abuse have inspired her to serve others, particularly those
from Caribbean countries who have horrific stories of immigration or personal
loss, and who need an advocate and a voice. Jessica feels that her past has
made her “strong as a rock” and motivated to help others.



Francisca Sepulveda, produced by Haley Smith
Francisca is a senior global studies and political science major and Spanish
minor at Cedar Crest College. She talks about her Puerto Rican culture,
focusing on her family’s holiday traditions, including Three Kings Day. She
describes her family’s preparation for the new year, from intensive cleaning
projects, to ridding the house of all bad spirits through prayer and incense,
to making lists of wishes and goals for the new year, to her father’s smoking
a cigar. Throughout her memories, her love for her family comes through
loud and clear.
 
Damaris Vega, produced by Sierra Lockhart and Amber Puk
Damaris Vega is a radio broadcaster and producer. In her story, she speaks
about the importance of sharing the richness of her Puerto Rican history
and culture with her children. Damaris is proud that she has remained
strong and has persisted with her dreams; she wants her children to be
proud of her, as well.
 
Desiree Ventureira, produced by Jamie Kahn
Desiree Ventureira is a photographer and a 2017 graduate from Cedar Crest
College. As she thinks about her education in communication, she shares its
value as a platform to help her assess how to understand and to engage
with people. That education also informs her awareness of herself as a
Latina, in particular how her culture has fostered the power of her voice and
her friendly persona. It also informs her desire to reflect her culture to
others in the best way possible. 
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